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    Rudy joined our family on June 1, 
2007.  My cousin, Ann, gave me the fol-
lowing advice: “Take as many pictures 
as possible of Rudy while he still was a 
puppy;” & that is what we did.  
     We scheduled a photo session with 
nationally renowned pet photographer, 
David Sutton, of Sutton Studios in 
Evanston.  
     Prior to the Aug. 31 photo session, 
we joined the first available training 
class at the Lincolnwood Training Club 
for German Shepherd Dogs. Rudy took 
to training like a German shepherd to 
an open field. He was a quick study on 
sits & downs, especially when treats 
were involved.  He is food driven. 
     His training & treats were very 
important at the Sutton photo shoot.  
David Sutton is definitely a gifted pho-
tographer; in addition, he understands 
& loves animals. When we entered the 
dog-friendly studio, Rudy was given 
full access to sniff & patrol the total 

perimeter of the studio.  He checked 
it all out as a GSD would do; & we 
started after he was satisfied that the 
area was safe & secure.   
     From that point on, David ran 
the show. He had a treat bag which 
Rudy identified very quickly.  It 
captivated Rudy’s attention. David 
asked Louisa & me to wear solid 
color clothing & to follow his lead.  
David worked with Rudy to get him 
to sit. I used the commands & signals 
we learned at Lincolnwood, which 
helped David to take 59 photos in 
less than 60 minutes.  
     Rudy was THE STAR. He really 
seemed to know he was on stage!  
The group series started out a little 
serious, but David soon loosened us 
all up into smiles, including Rudy!  
Rudy cocks his head left or right 
when someone asks him a ‘Ques-
tion??’ which you can see in many 
of the photos.  

     He was a ham bone.  My favorite is 
when David asked me to pick up Rudy 
so he could frame my face between 
Rudy’s big ears. I am glad we did it 
when he weighed 50 pounds because I 
do not think I could hold him now!    
     The photos are wonderful & it is an 
experience we would recommend to 
everyone. If you don’t believe me, then 
check out all the photographs online.  
To view Rudy’s photograph gallery, 
visit the homepage (www.suttonstudios.
com) & click on My Gallery under CLI-
ENT LOGIN on the left-hand side of 
the home page. Then, log in with the 
following (case sensitive): User name: 
hayward083107; Password: louisa.
     Louisa & I want to share our experi-
ence with everyone. Rudy is a great 
dog, & we love him every much. We 
hope you enjoy his photos as much as 
we do.  ---  Greg, Louisa, & Rudy Hay-
ward

 Saying “cheese!”

Photo of Rudy by David Sutton of Sutton Studios; used with permission

Abe Lincoln’s Dog
     Abraham Lincoln had a floppy-eared dog of unknown ancestry that he named Fido & who he & two of his sons, Tad & 

Willy, adored.  Lincoln’s wife, Mary Todd, 
however, felt Lincoln was too indulgent, 
letting the dog into the house even when he 
had dirty feet, & letting him jump on the 
furniture.
     When Lincoln was elected President, his wife took the news as an opportunity to 

rid herself of the dog for awhile. She felt 
“the public will not  tolerate a dog, even the 
President’s dog, if that animal damaged the 
heritage furniture in that mansion.” Lincoln 
did not like to argue with his wife & sadly 
agreed to leave Fido behind. He arranged 
to have Fido cared for by a local family until he returned from his term in the White 

House.
     Since Lincoln’s sons were very upset 
about leaving Fido behind, he took the dog 
over to F.W. Ingmire’s photographic studio 
for photographs of the dog.  Photography 
was in its infancy then, & photographs were 
considered virtually miraculous. Each boy 
was given a copy of a photo of Fido. Thus, 
Fido became the first Presidential dog ever 
to be photographed. (Source:  The Paw-prints of History by Stanley Coren)


